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Press Release

Faisal Abdu’Allah

Goldfinger

Venue: CAFE GALLERY

Travel: Jubilee Line to Canada Water

Exhibition: 3 October — 4 November 2007

Open: Wednesday — Sunday 11 — 4pm . UEL
Private View: Sunday, 30 September 1 — 4pm deC|Be| } East London

CAFE GALLERY presents Faisal Abdu’Allah’s major new installation, Goldfinger that continues the artist’s recurring
interest in reconfiguring representations of masculinity, criminality and the nature of power. Beyond the surface
facade of violence, Abdu’Allah utilises the interplay between materiality and alchemy to invoke the transformative.

Taking the tradition of portraiture as his departure, Abdu’Allah subverts conventional discourses of myth and
iconography to illuminate the universal and humane. The transcendental qualities of precious metal and essentially
— light are used to explore a correlation between liminal spaces and spirituality.

Goldfinger was developed via a four-year dialogue with legendary underworld figure and head of the ‘Firm,” Joey
Pyle [1935-2007]. Abdu’Allah’s investigation and negotiations into Pyle’s ‘criminal elite’ and the networks forged by
unity, loyalty and the bonds of interlinking relationships evolves from the artist’s constant redefinition of collaborative,
socially and politically engaged practice and the terms by which they operate.

The exhibition evokes the fragility of representation and tenuousness of existence itself.

Goldfinger has been curated by Indie Choudhury in collaboration with Cafe Gallery Projects London.
For further press information, please contact Jason Jules at:
mrjasonjules@aol.com or cgp.mail@yvirgin.net or +44 (0)20 7237 1230

About Cafe Gallery Projects London

Established in 1984, Cafe Gallery Projects London programme the CAFE GALLERY which is Southeast London's
leading artist-led venue for contemporary art and DILSTON GROVE which is London's most important raw space
for installation and site-specific art.

Biography

Faisal Abdu’Allah graduated from the RCA in 1993 and with his debut exhibition, / Wanna Kill Sam Because He
Ain’t My Mother Fucking Uncle, quickly established himself as an artist interested in confrontation and displacement,
using the gallery space as a site to explore rare social interactions through provocative installation pieces. Faisal
Abdu’Allah’s work primarily evolves from photography, the printed image and lens-based installations.

His projects include: Humanity, (Project Row House, Houston, 2006), Diss-assembly (Serpentine Gallery, London
2006), Threshold (inlVA, London 2006), Britannia Works (Xippas Gallery, Greece 2004) and Garden of Eden
(Chisenhale Gallery, London 2003). He is a recipient of the Decibel Visual Arts Award (Visual Artist 2004-5).

He was Artist in Residence at the Serpentine Gallery, London and Tate Modern, London (2007).

Abdu’Allah is a senior lecturer in Fine Art at the University of East London.
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